Students get hands-on tour

By CHARLES W. KIM
Register Citizen Staff

TORRINGTON - Around 20 stu-
dents from area schools took a tour
of electronic manufacturing firm
Altek Electronics Tuesday to get a
look into the real world of work.

“We need people with these skills,”
Altek President Richard Razza said.
“It is so essential.”

" The program was created by
Dymax Corp. CEO Andrew Bachman
to give students a chance to experi-
ence what is required in wvarious
occupations with the hope of keeping
them engaged and not making bad
decisions.

“We are hoping to get the kids
involved and turn their heads before
making wrong life choices,” Bachman
said.

Bachman enlisted the assistance of
Altek and other businesses of various
disciplines to offer students a chance
to explore real-world company opera-
tions. Bachman said he currently has
15 interested companies and is hop-
ing for about 20. Each company will
give two or three tour events during
the year, Bachman said.

“We hope this becomes a national
program,” Bachman said. “It gives

kids a chance to experience hands-
on.”
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Following a tour of the facility, the
students were allowed to make a cir-
cuit board of their own that would
disable the remote on their televi-
sions at home so their parents could-
n’t change the channel.

Dayna Ingraham, 11, of Torrington,
attended the event with her mother
Debbie Ingraham, an employee of
Altek for the last two years.

“This is awesome,” Dayna
Ingraham said about the tour and her
project. “Making the board was easier
than I thought it would be.”

Dayna Ingraham said she would

ferent functions (for
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Bachman feels the program will
help the country’s shortfall in tech-
nology education and create better
workers for the community and for
his business, which recently expand-
ed into a new building.

Beck said the opportunity to see
what is available in the work world is
good for the students.

“They are going to college or join
the workforce in the next few years,”
Beck said. “They will hit the real
world before they know it.”

Charles W. Kim can be reached by e-
mail at torrington@registercitizen.com.



